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service between Warsaw and Plock testifies to the growing feeling of security in the district. Vet we ought to be careful not to overrate the importance of tho progress made in this region; it was made by small forees in a zone of very secondary importance. The movement was of value only in so far as it eonkl form the basis for a further advance in force to the west or, which seemed more likely, for a new advance against Osterode. North of the ILie of the Masurian lakes the progress of the Russian armies was most marked round Darkohmen, to the west of Pjlkallon and soxith-east of Tilsit, in the valleys of the Szesznppe and of tho Inster. Along their upper course the banks of these rivers are wooded and marshy, farther west their banks rise and offer an easier field for a military advance. Towards the ond of January tho marshes which shelter the positions round Insterburg woro frozen. Could the Russians, taking advantage of tho season, have pushed across this barrier, a dangerous flank-attack might havo boon carried out against tho German positions that extended along the line of tho Angorapp and of the big lakes.
In tho first, days of February the Germans began -.to offer vigorous resistance to the Russian advance south-oast of Tilsit and also along tho southern e-dgo of Kast Prussia, on the Myszynioc-Chorzolo front. These movements wons howovor, not tho beginning of a counter-offensive in thoHO regions, but a scroon for tho concentration of troops towards the oast, behind tho groat lakes. Tho Gorman counter-offensive was to tako their lino for its base and strike in an easterly direction. Look at the map and you can BOO oloarly tho scheme of the Gorman offensive. Tho real objective of their offensive is the lino of the Narev and Bobr ; tho attack on that lino they precede, however, by an attempt at throwing back tho .Russian army, which faces thorn along tho lino of the lakos, on to tho lino, of tho Nicmen ; tho offensive which thoy direct against it, they mean to carry across tho Niomon and the Petrograd-Vilna-Warsaw lino ; if they succeed in doing this, they will cut off the connexion between the south and tho Russian armies round Olita and Kovno. Thus, before trying their thrust against tho Narev line, they plan to cut off the arteries which connect it with its northern source of reinforcements and supplies. The (iold into which they try to drive the retreating Russian army offers several marked advantages to their offensive. Along the lakes the Russians
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hold a line parallel to that of the Germans, but if they begin to retreat, their lino naturally draws out in length, for their lines of retreat, as marked by the railways and roads of that region, are divergent. The attacking German army comprises eight or nino corps, the opposing Russian forces count but four. The Germans possess, moreover, a marked advantage in moans of communication. Heavy snow has fallen in the last days of January and in the first days of February. The Russians stand between Johannisburg and Angerburg at a considerable distance fron their base; they cannot easily and quickly readjust their means of transport to the changes of the season. What fate awaits an army far inferior in numbers, slower in movement, and retreating into a region of forests and marshes along divergent lines ? It was only the 'patient heroism of the Russian peasant-soldier and the resourcefulness and power of initiative of the Riissian officer that saved the Tenth Army from the annihilation which the Germans had planned, and which, indeed, they afterwards announced as an accomplished fact.
The Germans had made elaborate preparations to secure the means for a quick advance. A passage occurs in their official cormnuniqu^ of February 20 which seems to suggest that they actually delayed taking the offensive